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Farmers Participation in the Operation of Peace Community
Development Adhering to the Sufficiency Economy Philosophy
in Maikaen District of Pattani Province
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Abstract

The purposes of this research were to study (1) socio-economic fundamental factors of
farmers (2) knowledge of farmers regarding the sufficiency economy philosophy (3) participation of
farmers in the operation (4) factors relating to participation (5) problems and suggestions for farmers
participation in the operation of peace community development adhering to the sufficiency economy
philosophy in the year 2011.

The population in this study was a number of 380 farmers in Maikaen District of Pattani
Province who had previously joined the project of peace community development adhering to the
sufficiency economy philosophy in the year 2011. To collect data, 195 farmers as system random
samples by structured interview. The obtained data was analyzed by computer program which
included percentage, minimum value, maximum value, mean,standard deviation and measuring
correlation between variables by chi-square and multiple regressions.

Research findings were as follows. (1) Most of the farmers were Muslim female with the
average age at 57.68 years who did not complete compulsory education. Their average experience in
agricultural occupation was 18.44 years. Their average contact with agricultural extension agent was
3.36 times/year. Most of them were plantation planters. Their average total income was 69,783.59
baht. They spent money mostly on investing in agricultural sector. The average number of their family
member was 4.39 persons and the average number of their family labor was 2.48 persons. Their
average agricultural area was 6.01 rai. Their source and receiving their updated agricultural
knowledge from other media, by overall, was at low level. Farmers receiving knowledge from
personal media i.e. relatives and neighbors was at high level while from other media. (2) Farmers
knowledge relating to the sufficiency economy philosophy was at medium level. (3) Farmers’
participation in planning, operation, taking advantages, monitor and evaluation was at medium level.
(4) Factors relating to farmers participation were religion, education level, living duration in their
localities, group membership, social position, contact with agricultural extension agent, level of
receiving agricultural information from other sources, marital status, household size, occupation of
household, expenditure of household, source of savings, source of capital, family labor, amount of
debts and knowledge relating to the sufficiency economy philosophy. (5) Farmers problem on overall
operation was at low level. Their lack of understanding in communication aspect was at medium level.
They suggested official agents take regular and often visits to localities.
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